DORKING  AND  HORLEI  RURAL  DISTRICT 


ANNUAL  REPORTS 


a 


Public  Health  Depart neirc^ 
West  Hia.l  House, 
EPoOM^ 

Surrey^ 


October,  1959® 


To  the  Ohairnan  and  Msnbcrs  of  the 

Dorking  and  Horley  Hural  District  Gouncil 

Mr®  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  an  annual  report  for  the  year  1958, 
The  request  for  this  report  is  made  in  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  2^58 
in  which  there  is  reference  to  ib-ticles  6 (3)  and  17  (5)  of  the  Sanitary 
Officers  (Outside  London)  ■ Regulatio.ns  1935  and  3.951  and  Article  14  (3) 
of  the  Sanitary  Officers  Order  3.926®  The  report  is  in  a form  whidi 
meets  the  requirements  of  the  Ministry  as  summarised  in  the  letter. 

Section  I of  the  report  deals  with  the  vital  statistics  of  the 
district  which  suggest  that  a justifiable  claim  can  be  E©.de  that  healthy 
conditions  prevailed  in  the  district  during  1958.  For  the  third 
successive  year  there  was  a rise  in  the  birth  rate,  which  reached  the 
hipest  figure  since  the  pos-b-war  ''‘bulge”  of  1947.  The  infant 
mortality  rate  at  11*2  per  1,000  live  births  v/as  the  lowest  since  1952, 
and  compares  favourably  with  the  rates  of  22.5  for  England  and  Wales 
and  of  16.7  for  the  County  of  Surrey.  There  was  a small  fall  in  the 
death  rate,  which  for  many  years  has  shown  only  small  variations. 

^In  Section  II  there  is  a brief  general  description  of  health 
services  in  the  district*  These  include  services  operated  by  the  Surrey 
County  Gouncil  in  its  capacity  of  local  health  authority,  and  in  this 
connection  it  must  be  mentioned  that  complaints  were  received  from  several 
sources  of  the  unsatisfactory  accommodation  at  the  Horley  Welfare  Clinic, 
which  serves  a populous  area  with  many  young  children.  The  present 
accommodation  which  is  located  in  Station  Road  is  not  large  enough  to 
meet  the  growing  demand  caused  by  the  increase  of  population  and  is  most 
unsatisfactorily  situated  on  the  first  floor  of  a building,  the  front  of 
which  is  within  a few  yards  of  the  main  railway  line  to  Brighton*  It  is 
understood  that  the  County  Council  are  in  possession  of  an  alternative 
site,  but  the  erection  of  a new  building  must  wait  the  completion  of  many 
other  projects  in  the  County  which  are  described  as  being  of  greats 
urgency* 


Section  III  of  the  report  deals  with  environmental  conditions, 
ection  IV  with  housing  and  Section  V with  food.  These  are  natters 
which  are  mainly  under  the  supervision  of  the  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector,  whose  report  contains  details  of  the  associated  work  of  the 
department* 

VI  deals  with  the  Incidence  of  infectious  diseases  and 
^th  the  efforts  taken  to  prevent  their  occurrence  and  spread.  As  regards 
incidence,  the  year  presented  con^^aratively  few  problems.  The  most  note- 
featixre  was  the  outbreak  of  measles  which  continued  from  the  end  of 
1957  and  which  affected  the  first  half  of  the  year*  No  cases  of  enteric 
fever,  diphtheria  or  poliomyeliUs  were  notified.  The  immunisation 
csiEpaigns^  against  poliomyelitis,  diphtheria,  whooping  cough  and  tetanus 
were  continued  with  vigour  by  the  divisional  health  service  of  the  County 
Council  and  also  by  many  general  medical  practitioners* 

n tha^  are  due  to  colleagues  on  the  staff  and  to  members  of 

t 0 Gouncil  who  have,  throughout  the  year,  given  me  every  assistance^ 

I an,  Ifr*  Chairman,  Ladies,  and  Gentlemen,  : 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

GYRUS  IVE* 

Medical  Officer  of  Health* 


DORKING  AND  HORLBY  RURAL  DISTRICT  Ot.-rTMCriT. 

PUBLIC  HS.ALIH  MD  HOUSING  GOMiyllTTEE  1968-1Q5Q 

MajcGen®  S,  H,  Goulburn,  D.S.O, 

L.  So  Bailoy,  A.I,A,A,,L,R,I.B*A. 
W.  Ge  L,  Austin 
0»  ¥*  Burgess 
Mrso  !•  Carr 
Mrs*  Pe  J,  PI.  Gatterall 
7,  H,  Deuchar,  J.P, 

A>  .Farley 
P.  S.  Henman 
Gc  F.,  Hcrley 
Mrs*  Co  I,  MacLeod 
S,  B,  Morgan,  A.C.A., 

Col*  T.  R.  B«  Sanders,  C.B, 

G*  H.  Sharpe 
H,  G*  Tyrrell-Evans 
Group  Capt*  F.  Whitworth 
Ft  A*  Woodruff 


Krs*  I.  Carr 
G*  R*  Horley 

H.  T.  Whittingham 

Miss  Eo  A«  Bo  Wilding 

(2)  TUBERCULOSIS  G/iRE  GOMMXTTFF: 

G,  R,  Horley  (Dorking) 

A#  L.  Clark  (Reigate) 


Chairman  of  the  Committee 
Vice-Chairman  ” '• 

Members  '*  ” 
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DORKING 


STIiFF  OF  THR  PUBLIC  I-U5ALTH  DSPigl'MENI 


Medical  Officer  of  Hoo-ltli 

Cyr'os  Ive^  M«B, , (Lend, ) ^ M,R8  0.S. ,(Eng<,) , L«R.O,Pa,  (Lond*),  D*P,H« 

Chief  Public  Health  In5pec'':cr 

Eric  A*  Atkinson  M.P*H.I*A» 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspectors 

D.  D.  Heath  M.R,S,H,,  M.A.P.H.I, 

R,  R*  Oharnan  M.R.S.H,,  M,A#P.H*I« 


Medical  Officer  of  Health ^s  Staff 

Secretary/Clerk:  Miss  E.  E.  Nolan 

ClerV'Telephonist:  Mrs,  M.  E.  Joseph 

Jiinior  Clerk:  Miss  G.  F,  Skidmore 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector's  Staff 

Shorthand  Typists:  Miss  E,  M.  Knight 

Miss  A,  E,  Grinstead 

Clerk  i/c  Cesspool  Records:  Mr,  So  R.  Smith 

Pests  Officer 
Mr,  W,  J,  Woodards 


The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  his  clerical 
staff  act  in  a similar  capacity  for  the  Dorking  and 
Leather  head  Urban  Districts  and  for  the  Borou^  of 
Epson  and  Ewell, 

The  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  also  acts  as 
Housing  Officer  to  the  Rural  District  Council, 
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MMJAL  R3P0RT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OF.FICEH  OF  HEALTH 
FOR 

THE  CTAR  1953 


1. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Axss,  (3.03^62}  •••  •••  ••• 

Population  (Cent US'"  XBS}-)  co.  •••  o». 

Population  (estimated  mid-year  1953)  ••• 

Density  (persons  per  acre)  •••  ••« 

Rateable  vnlue  at  31st  December,  1958 
Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  •••  ••• 


O » • 


O 0 • 


0 0 0 


0 0 0 


0 0 0 


0 0 0 


53^943 

25,332 

29,980 

0.56 

£456,726 

1,675 


PARISHES  COMPRISING  THE  DISTRICT  WITH  AREA  AND  POPULATION 


Parish 

PopuJ-ation 
(Census  1951) 

/irea 

(acres) 

No.  of 

occupied 

dwel3-ings 

I 

Persons 

per 

aca?a 

Abinger 

1,889 

7,481 

549 

0,25 

Betchworth 

1,614 

2,562 

UO 

0.63 

Buckland 

640 

1,362 

188 

0.47 

Gapel 

2,386 

5,694 

718 

0.42 

Charlwood 

2,757 

6,901 

760 

0.40 

Headley 

591 

1,640 

124 

0.36 

Holffiwood 

1,084 

3,749 

285 

0.29 

H or ley 

11,394 

7,449 

3,278 

1.53 

Leigh 

820 

3,419 

224 

0.24 

Newdigate 

1,220 

4,744 

365 

0.26 

Ockley 

798 

3,400 

243 

0o23 

Wotton 

639 

191 

0.12 

25,832 

53,943 

7,365 

0.54 
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Live  Birtha 


EXTRACTS  mOM  VIT/JL  STATISTICS  ?OR  YE4R 

Total  Jfele  Fernale 


Total 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Live  birth  rate  per  1^000  population 
Standardised  birth  rate 

Still  Births 

Total 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Still  rate  per  1,000  live  & still  births 
Deaths  of  Infants  imder  1 year  of  age 
Total 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


536 

513 

23 


11 

11 


6 

6 


258  278 
249  264 
9 L4 


7 

7 


2 

2 


4 

4 


4 

4 


Inf^t  Mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  ~ total 
„ " " " " " " - legitimate 

w iM  + ' « '»  « - illegitimate 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births 
eternal  MortaLlty 


17,9 

18.2 


20.1 


11.2 

11.7 

11.2 

4.3 


Maternal  deaths  (including  abortion) 


Maternal  mortality  rate  jer  1,000  live  & Still  births 


Deaths 

Crude  death  rate  per  1,000  population 
Standardised  death  rate 


308  165  143 


10.3 

10.6 


. Table  I includes  birth  and  death  rates,  with  a 
the  figures  for  1957,  and  Table  II  gives  a comparison  of 
n^ant  mortality  rates  for  the  district  since  1931,  with 
England  and  Wales  for  the  same  period. 


comparison  with 
birth  death  and 
the  figures  for 


BIRTHS 

"births  numbered  536,  of  which  258  were  males  and  278  females, 
rate^S^17irfori957!'^  population,  compared  with  the 

and  distribution  affect  local  birth-rates 

and  in^lidate  comparison  with  the  rates  of  other  populations.  To  ovor- 

CpnL  comparability  factor  (1.02)  has  been  supplied  by  the  Registrar 

General  which  when  applied  to  the  crude  birth-rate  gives  a figure  which 
Pjn*poses  of  comparison.  On  application  of  this  factor  a 
for  42^  obtained,  compared  with  a rate  of  16.4 
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Births  (cont») 

The  birth“rate  is  the  highest  since  1947,  when  an  unusually 
high  figure  resulted  from  the  rapid  demobilisation  of  the  armed  forces 
at  the  end  of  the  war. 

Twenty-three  births,  or  4»3/^  of  the  total,  were  illegitimate* 
The  corresponding  figure  for  the  Coujity  of  Surrey  was  3.95^ 


DEATHS 

Deaths  assigned  to  the  area  numbered  308,  representing  a crude 
death-rate  of  10,3  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population*  The  total 
comprised  165  males  and  143  females* 

A comparability  factor  (l*03)  has  been  provided  by  the  Registrar 
General  which  may  be  applied  to  the  crude  death-rate  for  use  in  comparing 
the  local  death-rate  with  those  of  other  areas*  The  factor  makes 
allowance  for  the  differing  age  and  sox  distribution  of  local  populations. 
Application  of  the  factor  to  the  local  rate  increases  it  from  10,3  to 
10,6.  The  death-rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  11*7* 

Approximately  49^  of  the  deaths  took  place  in  hospitals. 

The  deaths  were  divided  among  the  parishes  in  the  following 
numbers:  Abinger  24,  Betchworth  16,  Buckland  2,  Capel  23,  Charlwood  25, 

Headley  5,  Horley  142,  Leigh  7,  Newdigate  19,  Ockloy  15,  Holrawood  23 
and  Wot ton  7. 

Deaths  from  Road  Accidents 

Eight  residents  died  as  a result  of  injuries  received  in  road 
accidents  in  which  motor  vehicles  were  involved.  Six  of  the  deaths 
occurred  as  the  result  of  local  accidents,  4 on  the  length  of  A24  road 
in  Holmvrood  and  Capel,  and  2 in  Horley, 

At  the  time  of  receiving  their  fatal  injuries  one  of  the 
deceased  was  riding  a motor  cycle,  one  a pedal  cycle,  three  v;ere  on  foot 
and  three  were  driving  cars. 

In  my  report  for  1956  I drew  the  attention  of  the  Council  to 
the  high  accident  mortality  rate  of  schoolchildren,  particularly  in  the 
Horley  area.  This  information  was  also  given  to  the  Divisional 
Education  Officer,  who  in  turn  reminded  the  headteachers  of  all  schools 
in  Horley  of  the  need  for  continued  educational  training  in  road  safety. 

It  was  also  given  to  the  Road  Safety  Committee  which  extended  its 
educational  activities  considerably  during  the  year.  It  is  encouraging 
to  note  that  for  the  second  year  in  succession  there  were  no  deaths  of 
schoolchildren  in  the  Horley  area* 

Deaths  due  to  other  Accidents 

These  numbered  six  and  included  two  of  elderly  persons,  one  of 
whom  died  as  a result  of  complications  following  a fall,  and  another  of 
an  elderly  adtilt  which  resulted  from  pneumonia  following  burns  from  an 
electric  fire.  One  death  in  this  category  was  caused  by  the  fall  of  a 
young  woman  from  a pony  and  two  followed  severe  and  complicated  surgical 
operations. 
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JMim  MDKIALITY 


Deaths  of  childrerx  under  the  age  of  one  year  numbered  6 and 
the  infa.it  mortality  rate  was  ll<s2  per  1,000  live  births*  Goii5)arable 
figures  for  1957  were  12  deaths  with  an  infant  mortality  rate  of  23*8* 
The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  22,5a  Reference  to  Table  II 
shows  that  lower  figures  than  these  have  only  been  recorded  once  before. 


POPULATION 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  population  was  29,930 
and  showed  an  increase  of  720  on  the  previous  year™  Part  of  this  was 
due  to  natural  increase,  excess  of  births  over  deaths  being  228,  It 
is  assumed  that  the  remainder  of  the  estimated  increase  was  due  to 
imnigraticn  to  those  parts  of  the  district  in  which  new  development 
took  place,  principally  in  Horley  and  Salfords* 

The  population  of  the  district  is  estimated  to  have  increased 
by  4^148  since  the  Census  was  taken  in  1951,  Most  of  this  growth  has 
talcen  place  in  the  Parish  of  Horley,  with  small  increases  in  the  Parishes 
of  Abinger,  Betchworth  and  Capel,  A decrease  of  population  has 
occurred  in  the  Parish  of  Charlwood  as  a result  of  the  development  of 
Gatwick  Airport* 
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2.  GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  TE5  LEE. A 


H(^SPIT/iI;  .F.ACILITIE.3 

^The  Horlej  ana  Diatricu  Cottage  Hospital  is  the  only  hospital 
situated  in  the  districts  Ib  has  a bod  complement  of  16  and  is 
staffed  by  the  local  general  practitioners  \/ith  a panel  of  consultants 
whose  services  can  be  called  upon  if  necessary* 

The  Dorking  General  Hospital  and  the  Redhill  County  Hospital, 
with  its  branch  at  Smallfields,  provide  accommodation  for  medical, 
surgical  and  maternity  cases,  and  it  is  to  these  that  the  majority  of 
patients  requiring  in-treatment  are  admitted* 

Patients  suffering  from  infectious  diseases  and  requiring 
treatment  in  hospital  may  bo  admitted  to  one  of  a number  of  hospitals, 
depending  on  the  accommodation  available  at  the  time*  During  the 
year ^ cases  were  admitted  to  Bletchingloy  Hospital,  Godstone,  Queen  Mary*s 
Hospital,  Carshalton,  Waddon  Hospital,  Croydon  and  to  the  Western  Fever 
Hospital,  Fulham* 


LAB0R/.T0RY  FACILITIES 

Laboratories  a.vailablo  to  medical  practitioners  are  provided 
at  the  East  Surrey  Hospital,  the  Redhill  County  Hospital,  the  Dorking 
General  Hospital  and  St*  Luke^s  Hospital,  Guildford^  Examination  of 
specimens  in  connection  with  the  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  infectious 
diseases  can  be  referred  to  either  of  two  Public  Health  Laboratories 
of  the  Medical  Research  Council,  one  situated  at  West  Hill  House,  West 
Epsom  and  the  other  at  St*  Luke*s  Hospital,  Guildford*  These 
laboratories  also  undertake  bacteriological  examinations  of  samples  of 
water  supplies,  milk  and  food,  including  ice-cream,  and  biological 
examinations  for  tubercle  bacilli  in  milk. 


AMBULANCE  SERVICE 

The  public  ambulance  service  is  under  the  control  of  the  Surrey 
County  Council,  who  have  given  the  following  information  regarding  the 
use  of  the  service s- 


The  main  ambulance  station  for  the  area  is  at  the  Smallfields 
Section  of  the  Redhill  County  Hospital  (telephone  Smallfields  271) 
with  a sub— station  at  Harrowlands,  South  Terrace,  Dorking, 

^ In  accidents  in  the  home  or  elsewhere  or  in  any  sudden  illness 

in  the  streets  or  public  places,  any  responsible  person  may  call  the 
^bui^nce  to  remove  the  patient  (if  by  telephone  use  the  local  Emergency 
Calling  System),  Normal  maternity  cases  will  be  removed  if  the  applicant 
can  give ^ evidence  that ^ a maternity  bed  has  been  booked.  Maternity  cases 
with  serious  complications,  or  vhere  birth  is  imminent,  are  not  normally 
removed  without  the ^ authority  of  a doctor  or  certified  midwife,  who  should 
travel  with  the  patient  in  the  ambulance. 

The  removal  of  other  cases  of  illness  or  accidents  are  arranged 
by  the  hospital  concerned  or  by  the  medical  practitioner  in  charge  of  the 
patient.  For  ^ivate  removals  a vrritten  request,  accompanied  by  a 
doctor  s certificate,  should  be  made  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  for  his 
consideration.  Provided  that  these  requirement  are  fulfilled,  no  charge 
is  made  to  users. 
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THE  PERSON/iL  HE/JiTH  SERVICES 

The  provision  of  services  relating  to  the  care  of  mothers  and 
young  children,  midwifery,  health  visiting,  home  nursing,  immunisation 
and  vaccination,  ambulance  and  domestic  help  is  the  responsibility  of 
the  Surrey  County  Council  as  local  health  authority.  Day-to-day 
administration  has  been  delegated  to  the  Southern  Divisional  Health 
Sub-Committee  and  its  officers,  with  headquarters  at  “Caberfeigh’’, 

Hat chlands Road,  Redhill,  (telephone  No.  Redhill  3206). 

For  convenience  of  reference,  details  of  clinics  are  set  out 


in  tabular  form. 

Type  of  Clinic 

Location 

Tine  of  Session 

Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Centres 

Ewhur-st  Village  Hallo 

Peaslake  Old  School  Rooms 

1st  & 3rd  Fri.  2 p,m. 

2nd  & 4th  Mon,  2 p,n. 

Holly  Bush, 

Holmbury  St,  Mary. 

2nd  & 4th  Fri,  2 p,m. 

The  Vicarage,  Betchworth, 

1st  Tues,  2 p,m. 

Brockham  Homes,  Brockham. 

1st  & 3rd  Fri,  2 p,n. 

Wesley  Hall,  Capel, 

2nd  & 4th  Thurs,  2 p.n< 

Parish  Hall,  Charlwood. 

2nd  & 4th  Wed.  2 p,n. 

Village  Hall,  Headley, 

2nd  & 4th  Mon.  2 p.n. 

Congregation  School  Room, 
Waltcn-on-the-Hill, 

1st  & 3rd  Tues.  2 p.m. 

Mansion  House,  Leatherhead, 

Fri,  2 p.m. 

Village  Hall, 

North  Holmwood, 

1st  & 3rd  Thurs,  2 p.n, 

Health  Centre, 

Station  Road,  Horley, 

1st  <Sc  3rd  Wed,  a.m. 
and  Fri,  2 p,rao 

Health  Centre,  Leigh, 

2nd  Mon,  2 p.m. 

Village  Hall,  Newdigate, 
(Voluntary) 

3rd  Tues,  2 p.n. 

Village  Hall,  OckLey, 

1st  & 3rd  Fri,  2 p.m. 

Parish  Hall,  Salfords, 

2nd  & 4th  Tues.  2 p.m. 

Dene  Street,  Dorking, 

Mon,  & wed,  2 p.n. 

Reading  Room,  Westcott. 

2nd  & 4th  Mon,  2 p.n. 

Ante-Natal 

Dorking  General  Hospital. 

Fri,  9,30  a.m. 

Welfare  Centre, 

Station  Road,  Horley, 

Wed,  2 p.n. 

Redhill  County  Hospital, 

Tues,  1,30  p,n. 

1-lansion  House,  Leatherhead, 

Tues,  1,30  p.m# 

Epson  District  Hospital^ 

Mon#  & Thurs#  2 p#m# 
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T'T-ne  of  Clinic  Location 

DGntal  Health  Centre, 

Station  Road,  Her ley# 

Renedial  Exercises 


Time  of  Session 
By  Appointment 

11  ti 


Speech  Therapy  ” n it 

Tuberculosis  Health  Centre,  Pri#  10  a*m# 

Dene  Street,  Dorking# 


Family  Planning 


Redhill  County  Hospital, 
Earlswocd  Comm9n, 
Redhill. 


Epsom  District  Hospitalj 
Dorking  Road,  Epsom# 

Redhill  County  Hospital, 
Earlswood  Common, 
Redhill* 


1st  & 3rd  Mon#  2 pem# 

Wed,  9o30  a#m# 

Thurs,  2nd  & 4th  2 p#m# 
Fri#  3rd  2 p.m® 

Tues#  & Thurs#  2 pom, 

3rd  Thurs#  5*30  p<»mo 

Tues#  6 - 7,30  pam# 
(except  the  Tuesday 
following  a bank  holiday) 


Dorking  General  Hospital#  Tues#  6 - 7*30  p.m# 

(except  the  Tuesday 
following  a bank  holiday) 


Epsom  District  Hospital#  Fri#  7 p#m# 


Venereal  Diseases 


Redhill  Coimty  Hospital,  Males:  Mon#  5-7  p#n# 


Royal  Surrey  County  Hospital  Males:  Tues  & Fri# 
Guildford#  5 - 7 p.m# 

Females:  Mon#  2-7  p#m# 
Thurs.  9930-11  a#m# 


St#  Helier  Hospital,  Males:  Mon#  5 - 7 p.m# 

Carshalton#  Females:  Wed#  5 - 7 psm# 

(And  at  the  Out-Patient 
Department  of  many 
London  Hospitals#) 


DMJNISATION  AGAINST  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Immunisation  against  diphtheria,  whooping  cough  and  tetanus 
and  vaccination  against  smallpox  and  poliomyelitis  can  be  obtained  from 
medical  practitioners  -under  the  terms  of  the  National  Health  Ser-vice  Act, 
or  on  application  at  the  County  Co-uncil  Health  Centres#  Polionyelitis 
vaccination  is  restricted  to  persons  born  in  1933  and  after,  though 
treatment  is  also  a-vailable  to  people  whose  occupation  is  thought  to  carry 
additional  risk  of  infection,  and  also  to  expectant  mothers# 

B#G,G#  vaccination  against  tuberculosis  is  available  for 
children  aged  between  13  and  14  years,  and  for  all  children  who  have 
been  in  close  contact  with  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis# 

Details  of  the  numbers  treated  in  these  -various  procedures 
will  be  found  in  Section  6 of  this  report# 
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F/^CELY  PT.«ING  /jSSOCIATION 


Two  branches  of  the  Fanily  Planning  Association  are  active  in 
the  district*  The  Dorking  Branch  of  the  Association,  under  the 
Chairnanship  of  IfrSo  Go  H,  Woodman,  provides  a weekly  clinic  at  the 
Dorking  General  Hospital,  with  the  consent  of  the  Hospital  lyknagement 
Committee  and  the  Medical  Superintendent*  The  Reigate,  Redhill  and 
District  Fanily  Planning  Association,  under  the  Chairmanship  of  the 
Hon*  Lady  Farrer,  provides  a similar  clinic  at  the  Redhill  Coimty  Hospital, 
The  Qsdical  staff  is  appointed  by  the  Association  and  is  assisted  by 
voluntary  workers*  The  work  of  the  Association  is  concerned  with  the 
teaching  of  methods  of  contraception  to  married  persons,  with  the 
investigation  of  cases  of  sub- fertility,  and  with  the  solution  of 
difficulties  connected  with  marriage  relationships* 


VENERE/1,  DISEASES 


The  Regional  Hospital  Board  is  the  authority  responsible  for 
the  administration  of  matters  dealing  ^^^ith  the  diagnosis  and  treatment 
of  Venereal  Diseases*  Particulars  of  facilities  available  are  included 
in  the  list  on  page  10, 


Section  47  of  the  Act  of  194S  gave  power  to  local  authorities 
to  take  steps  to  deal  with  persons  suffering  from  chronic  illness  of 
infirmity,  who  for  one  reason  or  another  are  not  receiving  proper  care 
and  attention,  and  who  are  unable  tc'  manage  for  themselves.  As  might 
be  expected,  the  majority  of  these  are  old  people,  who  in  addition  to 
physical  illness,  have  some  loss  of  mental  power  sufficient  to  curtail 
their  reasoning  powers,  but  not  serious  enough  to  require  their 
admission  to  hospitals  for  mental  illness. 


Under  the  194S  Act,  power  was  given  to  the  local  authority  to 
apply  to  the  Magistrates ’ Court  for  an  Order  to  obtain  the  removal,  for 
a period  not  exceeding  three  months,  of  a person  found  in  such  conditions. 
As  the  result  of  experience,  it  was  found  that  the  time  taken  to  comply 
with  the  legal  requirements  of  the  Act  in  obtaining  an  Order  for  removal 
was  sc  long  that  the  practical  value  of  the  powers  given  by  the  Act  to 
local  authorities  wis  curtailed.  An  amending  Act,  which  came  into 
force.. in  1951,  enabled  authorities  to  adopt  a more  expeditious  procedure 
in  cases  requiring  urgent  attention. 


No  action  was  taken  under  this  section  during  the  year,  though 
investigation  was  called  for  in  several  cases® 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  ARM 


WATER  SUPPLIES 

Hitherto,  three  water  undertakings  have  distributed  water  in 
the  various  parishes  of  the  rural  district 5 they  are  the  East  Surrey 
Water  Company,  the  Dorking  Water  Company  and  the  Guildford,  Godaiming 
and  District  Water  Board*  At  the  end  of  the  year  the  East  Surrey  Water 
Company  absorbed  the  Dorking  Water  Company  and  is  now  the  statutory 
undertaking  for  10  of  the  12  parishes  of  the  Rural  District* 

The  Dorking  Water.  Company  served  the  parishes  of  Capel, 

Holmwood  and  Ockley,  and  obtained  its  water  from  a series  of  15  wells 
sunk  into  the  Folkestone  beds  on  the  western  outskirts  of  Dorld.ng,  This 
source  of  supply  will  still  be  used  and  the  area  of  supply  will  not  be 
materially  changed#  The  water  is  chlorinated  before  distribution;  it 
is  not  subjected  to  a softening  process* 

The  East  Surrey  Water  Company  has  supplied  the  parishes  of 
Betchworth,  Buckland,  Charlwood,  Headley,  Horley,  Newdigate,  Leigh  and 
the  Ranmore  area  of  the  parish  of  Wotton  for  many  years*  Most  of  its 
water  is  obtained  from  deep  wells  in  the  chalk  of  the  North  Dovrns,  and 
is  softened  and  chlorinated  before  distribution#  Additional  supplies 
are  likely  to  be  available  in  the  future  from  bore  holes  in  the  greensand, 
one  of  which  is  situated  in  the  parish  of  Buckland* 

The  parishes  of  Abinger  and  part  of  the  parish  of  Wotton  are 
supplied  by  the  Guildford,  Godaiming  and  District  Water  Board  with  water 
from  deep  bore  holes  in  the  greensand  in  Guildford  rural  districto 

The  chemical  and  bacteriological  quality  of  the  water  supplies 
of  these  undertakings  has  remained  consistently  satisfactory  and  of  a llLgh 
standard  of  purity# 

Typical  results  of  chemical  analysis  of  water  supplied  from  the 
Dorking  \^rells,  by  the  East  Surrey  Water  Company  and  by  the  Guildford, 
Godaiming  and  District  Water  Board,  are  as  follows! 


Dorking 
Water  Co. 

East  Surrey 
Water  Co* 

Gioildford 
Water  Board 

pH 

7.06 

9.1 

7.4 

Electric  Conductivity 

330 

230 

295 

Chlorine  as  Chloride 

18 

20 

17.2 

Hardness! 

(1)  Temporary 

100 

46 

110 

(2)  Permanent 

50 

48 

42 

Nitrate  Nitrogen 

4eS 

5*8 

5.9 

Nitrite  Nitrogen 

NIL 

NIL 

None 

Ammonia cal  Nitrogen 

0,000 

0.030 

0,00 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen 

0,000 

0.000 

0.005 

Metals 

Iron  less  than 

0.03 

NIL 

0.66 

Zinc 

0.8 

NIL 

less  than 

Others 

NIL 

NIL 

0.2 

Absent 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide 

16 

NIL 

- 

Total  Solids 

220 

155 

220 

Oxygen  absorbed 

0.25 

NIL 

0.08 

Residual  Chlorine 

Absent 

0.19 
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EXTENSION  OF  PIPED  SUPPLIES 


Although,  no  extension  of  the  water  mains  was  carried  out  in 
the  rural  district  during  the  year,  apart  from  such  extensions  as  were 
necessary  to  serve  Estates  under  private  development,  negotiations  were 
completed  in  respect  of  the  projected  extension  to  serve  Abinger  Bottom* 
It  is  hop  ;d  that  this  extension  will  be  put  in  hand  in  1959« 


PREMISES  DEPEI^IDENT  ON  PRIVATE  WATER  SUPPLIES 

As  mentioned  in  my  Report  for  1957,  despite  the  progress  that 
has  been  made  in  the  prevision  of  piped  water  supplies  over  the  past  10 
years,  there  are  several  areas  where  piped  water  from  a public  supply  is 
still  urgently  needed.  These  are  Broadmoor,  the  Leith  Hill  area  of  the 
parish  of  Wotton,  Friday  Street  and  King  George's  Hill  in  the  parish  of 
Wottonj  the  Trap  Lane  area  of  the  parish  of  Ockley  and  the  Rusper  Road 
area  in  the  parish  of  Capel* 


PREMISES  WITHOUT  A PIPED  WATER  SUPPLY 

The  number  of  occupied  houses  without  piped  water  supplies 
within  reasonable  distance,  is  as  follows J- 


Parish 

Wells 

Springs 

No  Supply 

Total 

Abinger 

61 

7 

68 

Betchworth 

1 

- 

1 

Buckland 

- 

— 

- 

- 

Capel 

- 

3 

9 

12 

Charlwcod 

1 

- 

1 

Headley 

- 

- 

tm 

- 

Her  ley 

4 

- 

- 

4 

Holmwood 

- 

U 

- 

14 

Leigh 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Newdigate 

8 

- 

- 

8 

Ockley 

3 

- 

- 

3 

Wotton 

47 

47 

TOTAL 

78 

71 

9 

158 

DRAINAGE  AND  SBWER/iGE 

The  sewerage  systems  which  exist  in  seven  of  the  twelve  parishes 
were  briefly  described  in  my  report  for  1957. 


A length  of  sewer  (appraximately  785  yards)  was  completed  in 
1956  to  serve  the  hamlet  of  Abinger  Hammer,  It  discharges  into  the  sewers 
of  Guildford  Rural  District  Council  for  ultimate  treatment  in  the 
Guildford  Borough  Sewage  Disposal  Works, 
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Drainage  and  Sewerage  ( cent. ) 


Betchvorth 

A proportion  of  the  parish  has  been  sewered  by  a gravitational 
systen  discharging  to  a pumping  station  in  the  Wonhan  Lane  whence  the 
sewage  is  lifted  to  the  sewer  of  the  Dorking  Urban  District  Council  for 
treatment  by  that  authority.  Apart  from  the  development  of  a new 
hc'using  estate  at  Strood  Green  there  has  been  no  major  change  in  the 
sewerage  of  the  parish. 


Camel 


The  parish  of  Capel  has  a smaller  and  much  older  system  of 
sewerage,  serving  the  built-up  area  of  the  village  of  Beare  Green*  The 
sewers  discharge  gravitationally  to  a treatment  plant  comprising  settle- 
ment tanks,  pumping  plant  and  four  filter  beds*  Some  proportion  of  the 
sewage  after  settlement  is  treated  by  broad  irrigation. 

Since  1950  the  sowers  have  been  extended  to  serve  the  White  Hart 
Estate,  and  the  Mis brooks  Green  areas,  and  the  now  Council  estate  at 
Bennetts  Wood#  One  now  property  was  connected  to  the  sewer  in  1958* 

Charlwood 


A coi:5)rohensive  system  serves  the  entire  village  and  discharges 
via  two  pumping  stations  to  the  Horley  Sewage  Works*  This  work  was 
completed  in  1957  at  an  appreximato  cost  of  £130,000#  Eighty-one 
I)roperties  were  connected  to  the  sewer  in  1958, 

Holnwocd 


The  parish  of  Holmwood  is  covered  by  a fairly  extensive  system 
of  sewerage  discharging  to  a small  disposal  works  at  Henfold  Lane* 

Apart  from  an  extension  of  sewer  to  serve  the  Warwick  Road  Housing  Estate 
no  extension  to  this  system  has  taken  place  since  1950, 

The  condition  of  the  works  and  of  the  effluent  continues  to 
occasion  the  greatest  anxiety  and  the  Thames  Conservancy  has  drawn 
attention  to  the  fact  that  the  effluent  does  not  comply  with  the  recont- 
mended  standards  of  purity.  Proposals  for  a new  disposal  works  sited 
at  Six  Acre  Copse,  at  Broad  Lane,  Newdigate  to  replace  the  Holmwood  Works 
and  to  serve  part  of  the  parish  of  Newdigate  are  in  course  of  preparation 
and  it  is  hoped  will  be  brought  to  completion  without  undue  delay. 


The  parish  of  Horley  is  served  by  a comprehensive  scheme  of 
sewerage  discharging  to  a modern  treatment  plant  in  Lee  Street,  Horley, 
The  systen  is  a separate  one,  and  deals  with  foul  drainage  only  as 
distinct  from  a combined  system  which  caters  for  both  foul  and  surface 
water  sewage  in  the  sane  pipe. 

The  treatment  plant  consists  of  automatic  electric  pumps, 
settling  tanks,  rotary  sprinklers,  humus  tanks  and  sludge-drying  beds  and 
was  designed  to  deal  with  a dry  weather  flow  of  370,000  gallons  per  day. 
Since  1950  there  have  been  estensions  of  the  sewers  to  serve  properties 
in  l^th  Green  Lane,  and  in  Smallfield  Road,  In  addition  many  lengths 
of  new  sewers  have  been  provided  in  connection  with  the  development  of 
new  estates#  One  hundred  and  seventy-five  new  properties  were  connected 
tc  sewers  in  1958, 


Drainage  and  Sewerage  (contit) 
Horley  (cont.) 


In  addition  to  the  residential  development  in  Horley  and  the 
increasing  volume  of  sevrage  received  from  Charlwood,  extra  demands  on 
the  capacity  of  the  works  have  been  made  as  the  result  of  the  expansion 
of  the  industrial  area  at  Salfords,  and  by  the  re-construction  of  Gatwick 
Airport,  The  works  now  receive  an  average  dry  weather  flow  of  over 
800,000  gallons  which  is  twice  the  amount  for  which  they  were  designed. 
Accordingly  the  Council  have  instructed  their  consulting  Engineer  to 
prepare  plans  for  the  enlargement  of  the  Horley  Sex^ra.ge  Works  which  it  is 
hoped  will  be  put  in  hand  without  any  unnecessary  delay. 


The  parish  of  Ockley  is  served  by  two  small  disposal  works 
consisting  of  screening  chambers,  settling  tanks,  filters,  syphoning 
chambers  and  humus  tanks  which  have  functioned  satisfactorily. 


CESSPOOL  EMPTYING 

The  Council  has  continued  its  undertaking  to  empty  cesspools 
six  tines  a year  without  further  charge  or  the  equivalent  of  twelve  loads 
if  the  capacity  of  the  cesspool  is  less  than  1,500  gallons. 

Disposal  is  by  tipping  - most  of  which  can  only  be  described  as 
crude,  but  at  Stanhill,  Charlwood,  treatment  by  broad  irrigation  is 
carried  out  and  at  Parkhurst  Corner  by  settlement  and  filtration. 

However,  the  disposal  of  cesspool  contents  in  general  leaves  much  to  be 
desired,  and  the  provision  of  special  facilities  at  new  sewage  disposal 
works  to  deal  with  this  matter  is  a venture  the  outcome  of  which  is 
eagerly  awaited. 

The  administration  of  the  cesspool  emptying  service  has  continued 
under  the ^supervision  of  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector,  whilst  the 
responsibility  for  maintenance  of  vehicles  and  crews  remains  with  the 
Engineer  and  Surveyor, 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cesspools  in  each  parish 
and  the  work  undertaken:- 


Parish 

No,  of  known 
cesspools 

No,  of 
emptyings 

Total  loads 
removed 

J 

Average 
No,  of 
emptyings 
per 

cesspool 

Average 

No,  of 
loads  per 
emptying 

Abinger 

303 

1,564 

2,240 

5,1 

1.4 

Betchworth 

98 

335 

592 

3.3 

lc7 

Buckland 

121 

322 

666 

2.6 

2,0 

Capel 

127 

310 

455 

4.4 

1.4 

Charlwood 

393 

1,503 

2,134^ 

3.8 

1,4 

Headley 

69 

269 

565^ 

3.8 

2,1 

Holnwood 

45 

74 

1605- 

1,6 

2,1 

Horley 

357 

1,555 

2,496?- 

4*4 

1.6 

Leigh 

172 

558 

1,227^ 

1,435^ 

276| 

3.1 

2,2 

Newdigate 

249 

883 

3.5 

1,6 

Ockley 

89 

195 

2*0 

lo4 

'Zl-  - 

- ^ ^ 

2754;  - 

. 

..<vr  , »f.vl,  6ir 

2,094 

7,727 

12,525 

3.3 

1.7 
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PAIL  CLOSETS 


The  Coimcil  has  not  undertaken  the  collection  and  disposal  of 
pail  closet  contents  which,  as  heretofore,  remain  the  responsibility  of 
the  private  householder. 


SWBIMING  POOLS 

4-v,  ■ u-i  . swimming  pools  in  the  district  to  which 

.e  public  IS  admitted.  These  were  inspected  periodically  during  the 
bathing  season  and  samples  of  water  were  taken  for  bacteriological 
examination.  The  results  were  satisfactory. 


MORTU/iRY  EACILTT lES 


The  following  arrangements  are  in  force  in  the  rural  district 
\n.^h  regard  to  the  provision  of  mortuary  services j- 


Parishes  of 


^^s-^gsment  with  the  Redhill  Hospital  Management  Committee 
the  mortuary  and  post-mortem  room  at  the  Redhill  County  Hospital  is  used 
as  required.  Sixteen  bodies  were  removed  for  examination  on  the 
instructions  of  H.M,  Coroner, 


Other  Parishes 


By  agreement  with  Leatherhead  Urban  District  Council,  use  is 
nade  of  the  mortuary  facilities  provided  by  that  Council,  the  cost  being 
apportioned  on  the  basis  of  the  rateable  value  of  the  districts 
concerned.  The  cost ^ to  this  Council  is  approximately  £33.  Os.  Od, 
uring  the  year  9 bodies  were  dealt  vdth  under  this  arrangement,  and  one 
body  was  removed  to  the  mortuary  of  the  Epsom  and  Ewell  Corporation  at 
a time  when  the  Leatherhead  mortuary  was  without  an  attendant.  All 
removals  were  made  on  the  instructions  of  H.M.  Coroner, 


With  regard  to  the  southernmost  portions  of  the  district  an 
a^eement  is  in  force  between  Horsham  Urban  Council  and  this  Council  for 
the  use  of  that  authority's  mortuary  when  required.  During  the  year, 
however,  no  use  was  made  of  this  facility. 
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FACTORIES  MD  WORKSHOPS 


The  following  return  has  been  nade  to  the  Ministry  of  Labour 
and  National  Service  in  accordance  with  Section  128  (3)  of  the 
Factories  Act,  1937* 


Promises 

" 

Number 

on 

Register 

1 

Inspec- 

tions 

1 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prose- 

cuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
l,2,3,4^s-nd  6 are  to  be 

er*forced  by  Local  Authorities 
(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  ^^^hich  Section  7 is 

42 

4 

2 

— 

enforced  by  Local  Authority 
(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority  (excluding 

101 

20 

4 

outworkers*  premises) 

— 

TOTAL 

143 

24 

6 

- 

Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


Particulars 

Number  of  case 
defects  we 
Found  Remedied 

s in  which 
re 

Referred 
to  H.M  By  H.M, 
Inspec-  Inspec- 
tor tor 

Prose- 

cutions 

Insti- 

tuted 

VJant  of  cleanliness 

T" 

Overcrowding 

mm 

Unreasonable  temperature 

mm 

mm 

Inadequate  ventilation 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

Sanitary  conveniences 
(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

6 

5 

(c)  Not  separa.te  for  sexes 

Other  offences  against  the 

Act  (not  including  offences 
relating  to  outwork) 

TOTAL. 

6 

5 

J 

^ 

- 

(17) 


Factcrios  and  Workshops  (ccnt») 

Moans  of  Escape  in  Case  of  Fire 

Under  Section  34  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937,  the  District  Co’Jincil 
is  required  to  certify  that  those  factories  to  which  the  Section  applies® 
are  provided  with  such  neans  of  escape  in  case  of  fire  for  the  persona 
employed  therein  as  nay  be  reasonably  required© 

Application  for  such  certificates  are  considered  in  consultation 
with  the  Fire  Prevention  Officer  of  the  Surrey  County  Fire  Brigade© 

Tvro  certificates  were  issued  during  the  year© 

The  143  prenises  on  the  Register  of  Factories  on  the  31st 
December,  1958,  were  as  follows s- 


N on-Me  chani cal 
Power 


Mechanical 

Power 


Addressograph  Manufacturers 
Agricultural  Engineers 
Aircraft  Repairers 
Bakers 

Ball  Bearing  Manufacturers 

Band  Saw  I^feker 

Boot  and  Shoe  Repairers 

Brickworks 

Builders ’ Workshops 

Cycle  Repairers 

Draid.ng  Office  Equipment  Manufacturers 

Electrical  Engineers 

Engineers 

Explosive  l^lanufacturers 

Pine  Art  Stationery  Manufacturers 

Furniture  Makers 

Fur  Processors 

General  Engineers 

Garages  and  Motor  Engineers 

Instrunent  Makers 

Laundries 

Line  V/orks 

Plastic  Manufacturers 
Portable  Building  Makers 
Printers 
Radio  Repairers 
Research  Laboratories 
Rubber  Tyre  Processing 
Sand  and  Silica  Works 
Sawyers 

Sheet  Metal  Works 

Super  Charger  Mfe-nufacturers 

Tailors 

Tool  Makers 

Undertakers 

Watch  Puepairers 

Valet  and  Dry  Cleaners 


3 

7 

9 

4 


2 

2 

1 


5 


2 


3 

4 


1 

4 

3 

3 
1 
1 
2 
8 
7 

1 

4 
7 
1 
1 
1 
1 
4 

25 

2 

1 

1 

3 

3 

4 
1 
1 
2 
2 
1 

2 


42 


101 
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HOUSING 


Returns  relating  to  the  demolition,  closing  and  repair  of 
houses  under  the  Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts  are  now  submitted 
quarterly  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government.  An  abridged 
summary  of  which,  for  the  year,  is  set  out  be low s- 

1,  Inspection  of  dwellinghouses  during  the  year 

(a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts).  662 


(This  figure  includes  premises  inspected  in 
connection  with  Improvement  Grant  applications) 


(b) 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

1,114 

2.  ; 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  Tinder  sub- 
head 1 above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 
under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925. 

Nil 

3. 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 
unfit  for  human  habitation. 

3 

4. 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation. 

25 

1. 

Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without 
service  of  formal  notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officer. 

U 

11. 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

(a) 

Proceedings  under  Section  9^  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act.  1957. 

1.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs 

5 

2.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 

rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices 

( a)  By  owners 

5 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners 

- 

111.  (b) 

Proceedings  Tinder  Public  Health  Acts 

1.  NTimber  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  to 
be  remedied. 

8 

2.  N-unber  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 

were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices 

(a)  By  owners 

4 

(b)  By  local  authorities  in  default  of  owners 

1 
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Housing  (cont») 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Section  17  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1957a 

1,  Nunber  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  Nil 

2*  Nunber  of  dwelling-hens os  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  Nil 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  18  of  the  Housing  Act. 1957 « 

1.  Nunber  of  separate  tenements  of  under- 
ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  made  Nil 

2«  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 
ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  determined  the  tenement  or 
room  having  been  rendered  fit  Nil 

3»  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  under- 
takings were  received  that  the  premises 
would  not  be  re-occupied  until  made 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  2 

Additional  information  relating  to  the  work  of  the  Public 
Health  Department  in  respect  of  housing  conditions  is  to  be  found  in  the 
report  of  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector* 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


The  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector's  report  contains  information 
on  the  work  done  in  connection  with  the  inspection  of  premises  used  in 
the  preparation  of  focd^  with  the  inspection  of  food  and  with  the 
supervision  of  the  storage  and  sale  of  ice-cream« 


ADULTERATION  OF  FOOD 


The  Surrey  County  Council  continued  to  administer  the  sections 
of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1958,  dealing  with  the  adulteration  of  food. 

I am  indebted  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  information 
that  a total  of  79  samples  for  analysis  were  taken  in  this  district  in 
1958.  Of  these,  68  were  of  milk,  3 each  of  jam  and  tinned  raspberries 
and  the  remainder  of  miscellaneous  articles  of  foodstuffs.  One  sample 
of  cocked  meat  and  two  of  milk  were  found  to  be  below  standard. 

Information  was  also  given  that  within  that  part  of  the  County 
in  which  the  County  Council  acts  as  Food  and  Drugs  authority  a total  of 
897  samples  were  taken  for  analysis,  including  706  of  milk.  Fifty-four 
samples  were  found  to  be  adulterated  or  irregular,  17  of  these  being  of 
milk  and  24  of  cooked  and  prepared  meat.  Legal  proceedings  were 
instituted  against  a dairy  farmer  for  selling  Channel  Islands  milk 
deficient  in  milk  fat.  He  W8,s  given  an  absolute  discharge,  and  ordered 
to  pay  £3,  3s,  Od,  costs* 
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PREITO:I0N  of.  A!JD  control  over,  infect IOTIS  DISSi;.SJC 


Included  in  Table  I are  the  incidence  and  death  rates  of 
various  infectious  diseases*  These  a,re  expressed  per  1^000  population 
with  the  exception  of  the  rate  for  puerperal  pyrexia  which  is  estimated 
pQi*  1^000  live  and  still  births*  Figures  for  195V  are  reproduced  for 
purposes  of  comparison* 


Table  IV  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases 
notified  during  1958,  classified  according  to  age  and  sex*  Table  V 
shows  the  incidence  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases  in  each  of  the 
twelve  parishes* 


SM/.LLP0X 

No  case  of  smallpox  was  notified  during  the  year* 
Vaccination  against  Smallpox 

During  the  year  notifications  were  received  from  m.edical 
practitioners  of  356  primary  vaccinations  and  I6l  re=vaccinations 
which  had  been  performed  by  them.  Of  the  primary  vaccinations  295 
related  to  children  under  the  age  of  one  year,  oquJ.valent  to  55$  of 
the  number  of  births  registered  in  the  district  during  the  year* 

The  comparable  figure  for  England  and  Wales  was  43^* 


SCABXET  FEVER 


Twelve  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  notified  during  the  year- 
with  an  incidence  rate  of  0,40  per  1,000  population.  There  was  no 
from  the  disease,  which  continued  to  be  of  a mild  type. 


DIPHTHERIA 

For  the  tenth  year  in  succession  no  case  of  diphtheria  was 
notified  in  the  Rural  District, 

Reference  to  Table  VI  indicates  the  decline  which  has  taken 
place  in  the  incidence  of  this  disease* 


Treatmeno  can  be  obtained  from  general  practitioners  under  the 
terms  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  or  from  clinics  arranged  bjr 
the  local  health  a,uthcrity,  these  being  held  at  regular  intervals  at  a,ll 
Infant  Welfare  Clinics  serving  the  district,  of  which  details  are  set 
cut  on  pages  9 and  10,  These  arrangemnts  are  intended  primarily  for 
infants  and  others  under  school  age.  Clinics  in  schools  have  been 
organised  by  the  Divisional  Msdical  Officer  for  pupils  requiring  treat- 
ment,  usually  the  reinforcing  course.  The  aim  is  for  every  child  to 
receive  the  prinary  treatment  within  its  first  year  of  life,  and  to  be 
given  reinjforcing  treatments  at  Intervals  of  3 to  4 years  up  to  the  end 
of  s^ool  life.  It  is  not  claimed  that  absolute  immunity  will  be 
attained  for  every  child,  but  there  is  clear  evidence  that  the  risk  of 
an  untreated  child  contracting  diphtheria  is  four  tines  as  great  as  that 
Oj.  an  immunised  child,  and  that  the  risk  of  death  is  nearly  thirty  t-mes 
as  great. 
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Imunisation  against  Diphtheria  (cont») 


Notifications  were  received  from  medical  practitioners  and 
clinics  that  35S  children  had  received  primary  treatment  and  70 
reinforcing  treatment.  The  following  figures  show  how  the  facilities 
for  treatment  have  been  used* 


Primary  Treatment  Reinrorcinp-  Doses 


Treated  at  Clinics  & Schools 

Treated  by  General  Practitioners 

^83 

Q O 

358 

70 

It  was  estimated  at  the  end  of  the  year  that  51%  of  children 
under  the  age  of  15  years  had  been  treated  in  the  period  1954-58  and 
were,  therefore,  still  in  an  effective  state  of  immunity.  The  comparable 
figure  for  1957  was  56^,  The  fall  is  due  to  the  pre-occupation  of  the 
health  service  with  the  task  of  carrying  out  the  poliomyelitis  vaccination 
programme. 


WHOOPING  COUGH 

Ten  cases  of  whooping  cough  were  notified  compared  with  40  in 
the  previous  year*  The  incidence  rate  was  0*33  par  1,000  population. 

No  death  was  registered  as  due  to  this  disease. 

Immunisation  against  Whooping  Cough 

Notifications  were  received  from  medical  practitioners  and 
clinics  that  345  children  had  received  treatment,  * In  342  the  primary 
treatment  was  combined  with  diphtheria  immunisation,  and  in  247  of  those 
immunisation  against  tetanus  was  also  included. 


I^ASLES 

Two  hundred  and  twenty-five  cases  of  measles  were  notified 
during  the  year  compared  with  569  in  1957.  The  parishes  of  HoLmwood 
and  Betchworth  were  most  affected,  providing  163  of  the  notifications, 
all  of  which  occurred  in  the  last  quarter  of  the  year.  No  death  from 
the  disease  was  recorded. 


ACUTE  POLIOmLITTS 

No  case  of  polion^elitis  was  notified  during  the  year. 
Vaccination  against  Poliomyelitis 

Vaccination  against  poliomyelitis  must  now  take  first  place  in 
the  means  of  prevention  of  this  disease.  It  is  too  early  yet  to  know 
how  effective  the  vaccine  at  present  in  use  will  be,  and  it  ^ylll  be  a few 
years ^ before^ a complete  picture  can  be  obtained  of  the  efficiency  and 
duration  of  its  protective  powers.  In  spite  of  this,  and  taking  into 
consideration  the  malignant  nature  of  the  disease  and  the  ineffectiveness 
of  other  methods  of  controlling  it,  everyone  eligible  to  apply  for  treat- 
ment should  do  so  at  the  earliest  opportunity.  The  age  limit  has  now 
been  extended  from  15  years  to  25  years  of  age.  Expectant  mothers  are 
given  priority. 
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The  Divisional  Medical  Officer  reports  that  3^757  children 
and  176^adra.ts  and  adolescents  resident  in  the  rtiral  district  were 
■i'^  jcinav;.c.  bj  his  staff  during  the  yeare  The  ntinber  treated  in  previous 
yec^^s  was  91/>.,  bringing  the  total  to  4,749o  It  is  estimated  that  the 
tcirdl  population  under  25  years  of  age  is  approximately  8,900* 


TYPHOID  /J\TD  FAPj.TyPHOID  FEVimS 
No  case  of  either  of  these  infections  was  notifd.edo 


DYvOBNTERY 

notifications  of  sonne  dysentery  were  recei^/eds 
^1  in  respect  of  children  living  in  a residential  nursery  in  Holri'/oodo 


PSPERA^/^m 


!-•  -KT  j.  that  no  case  of  puerperal  pyrexia  was  notified  is 

misleadingo  There  is  an  administrative  procedure  by  which 
Pnerperal  pyrexia  is  allocated  to  the  district  in 
which  the  patient  is  resident  at  the  time  of  onset.  A large  number  of 
confinements ^ of  residents  of  the  Rural  District  takes place  each  year  in 

^^■*"nated  in  other  districts,  particularly  in  Dorking 
^xd  Red]^il«  Cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia  occurring  in  those  institutions 
^e  assigned  to  the  areas  in  which  the  hospitals  are  located,  thus 
tending  to  raise  the  notification  rate  in  the  districts  and  to  lower  it 
in  the  Rural  District. 


TET/xNUS 

case  of  tetanus  was  reported  during  the  year*  However 
this  condition  is  not  notifiable  and  it  is  possible  for  the  illness  to 
occur  without  coming  to  the  notice  of  the  Public  Health  Department, 
unless  it  should  proceed  to  a fatal  termination. 


The ^ County  Council's  immunisation  arrangements  now  include 
treatment  against  tetanus.  This  may  be  given  separately  or  may  be 
combined  with  the  agents  used  for  inmunisation  against  diphtheria  and 
whooping  cough^^ and  may  be  obtained  from  the  family  doctor  or  from  a 
^4  During  the  year  268  children  were  immunised,  and 

oj.  these  W j^re  treated  simultaneously  against  diphtheria  and  whooping 
CcUgh,  In  1957  the  number  treated  was  130,  ^ ^ 


PROTECTION  AGAINST  OTHER  DISEASE8 


X . inoculation  against  other  infectious  diseases,  such 

as  enueric  xever, ^ cholera,  yellow  fever,  etc»,  is  necessary  in  the  case 
of  persons  proposing  to  visit  foreign  countries  where  these  diseases  are 
endemc,  and  is  i^ually  undertaken  at  approved  centres*  The  inter nat •;  onal 

cases  must  be  authenticated  bv  the  iiedir.sl 
Oificer  of  Health  of  uhe  district  in  which  the  vaccinator  practises-, 
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TUB.ERGU7/)SIS 

Register  of  Notified  Persons 


^During  the  7ear  the  names  of  36  persons  were  added  to  the 
riiterculcsis  register^  and  42  names  were  removed.  Details  of  these 
alterations  are  as  follows J- 


Additioas  to  Register 


Primary  notifications  relating 
to  persons  already  residing  in 
the  district 

Transfer  of  persons  notified 
in  other  areas now  residing 
in  this  district 

Posthumous  notifications 

Restored  to  register 


By  removals  to  other 

districts 

25 

By  recovery 

10 

By  death 

6 

Diagnosis  not 

established 

36 


'/+2 


+ In  3 cases  the  cause  of  death  of  the  notified 

person  was  not  attributed  to  tuberculosis  on  the 
death  certificate. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  number  of  names  on  the  register 
was  169  compared  with  175  in  the  previous  years 


■Notification  of  Tuberculosis 

Nineteen  primary  notifications  of  tuberculosis  were  received 
from  medical  practitioners  of  persons  certified  to  be  suffering  from 
that  disease#  These  concerned  residents  of  the  district  in  which  the 
disease ^ was  recognised  for  the  first  time.  In  Table  IV  they  are 
classified  by  sex  and  age^  and  in  Table  Y by  parish  of  residence* 

They  include  2 cases  of  the  non-pulmonary  type  of  disease. 

Other  mmes  added  to  the  register  were  those  of  13  persons 
who  came  to  live  in  the  district^  having  previoi.isly  been  notified  in 
other  areas. 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis 

Two  deaths  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  wore  registered, 

^ death-rate  of  0,07  per  1,000  population,  compared  with  a rate 
of  0.09  for  England  and  Wales, 

There  was  one  death  from  the  non-respiratory  form  of  the  disease. 

Table  VII  illustrates  the  satisfactory  trend  which  the 
mortality  figures  for  tuberculosis  have  assumed  in  recent  years* 


BoGeO,  Vaccination 


This  treatment  is  available  through  the  Chest  Physician  to 
contacts  in  the  family  of  tuberculous  persons,  if  preliminary  skin 
testing  shows  that ^ they  have  not  already  been  infected.  It  has  also 
been ^ offered  to  children  between  13  and  14  years  of  age  at  both  maintained 
and  independent  schools. 
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Th.e  treatment  in  schools  is  carried  ont  by  the  staff  of  the 
Divisional  Medical  Officer  who  has  provided  figures  in  relation  to  the 
work  done  in  local  schools  in  1958a 


Number  consenting  to  treatment  92 

Htimber  hfemtoinc  tested  88 

Number  giving  a negative  reaction  85®7^ 

Number  giving  a positive  reaction  li:.o3% 

Number  of  negative  reactors  vaccinated  76 


Tuberculosis  Care  Ck?mmittee 

There  are  voluntary  Tuberculosis  Care  Committess  in  Dorking 
and  Reigate  which  work  in  close  association  with  local  chest  clinics 
and  hosp5.tals*  The  assistance  granted  to  tuberculous  persons  and 
their  dependants  included  the  supply  of  extra  nourishment,^  fuel,  bedding 
clothes  and  sick  room  requisites,  etco,  and  the  payment  of  fares,  pocket 
money  and  other  incidental  expenses  which  could  not  be  met  from  official 
■sources. 
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TABLE  lo  GOmARATIVE  BIRTH,  DEATH  AND  mUEBRAL 
MORTALITY  RATES,  AND  INCIDENCE  RATES  OE  INEECTIOUS 
DISEASES  FOR  THE  YE.ARS  1957  and  1958^ 


Rates  per  1«000  Population 
BJRTES 

Live  Births  (Crude) 

DEATHS 

All  Causes  (Crude) 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid 
Whooping  Cough 
Diphtheria 
Tuberculosis 
Influenza 
Smallpox 
Poliomyelitis 
Pneumonia 


Typhoid  Fever 
Paratyphoid  Fever 
Meningococcal  Ini'ection 
Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 
Diphtheria 
Erysipelas 
Smallpox 
Measles 
Pneunonia 
Poliomyelitis, 


Food  Poisoning 

Dysentery 

Tuberculosis, 


paralytic 

non-paralytic 


respiratory 
ncnr-r  e s p ir  at  ory 


Rates  oer  1»000  Live  Birth s 
DIFANT  MORTALITY 


1958 


17..  9 


10„3 


OolO 

0,03 


0.40 


0,4© 

0.^3 


7.50 

0.57 


0.17 

1.10 

0.57 

0.07 


1957 


17.3 


10.9 


0,07 

0.17 


0.24 


0.03 

0.17 

1.37 

0.14 

19.45 

0.58 

0.17 

0.17 

0.10 

0»28 

OolO 


Under  1 year  of  age 

11.2 

2^  pc 

Under  4 weeks  of  age 

11.2 

23I8 

per  1000  Total  (Live  & Still)  Births 

Still  Births 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  (Notification  of) 

20.1 

19.42 

1.94 

Maternal  Mortality 

- 

1.94 

COMPARATIVE  BIRTH.  DEATIi  MD  INFANT  MORTALITY  RATES  1931-1958 
DECENNIAL  AVERAGES  1931  - 1950  ANNUAL  1951  - 1958 
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Bracketed  figures  represent  standardised  rates 


Cir 
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TABLE  III 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  THE  DORKING  /JJD  HCRLEY  RUR/J.  DISTRICT 


M 

; 

F j 

la  TiLberculosis  of  the  Respiratory  System 

»» 

2 

2b  Other  forms  of  Tuber  cifLos  is 

1 

- 

3a  Syphilitic  Disease 

- 

- 

4a  Diphtheria 

- 

- 

5a  Whooping  Cough 

- 

- 

6,  Meningococcal  Infections 

- 

- 

7o  Acute  Poliomyelitis 

- 

- 

Sa  Measles 

- 

- 

9s>  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

- 

10a  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

6 

1 

11a  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

9 

1 

12a  M?.lignant  neoplasm,  breast 

3 

13a  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

- 

1 

14#  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

20 

15 

15a  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

« 

1 

16#  Diabetes 

2 

17#  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

18 

24 

18a  Coronary  disease  angina 

20 

27 

19*  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

5 

9 

20#  Other  heart  disease 

25 

23 

21a  Other  circulatory  disease 

10 

z' 

0 

22a  Influenza 

1 

23  a Pneumonia 

6 

6 

24#  Bronchitis 

11 

2 

25a  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

4 

— 

26a  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  deodonum 

— 

1 

27#  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

1 

2 

28a  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

1 

2 

29#  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

4 

- 

30o  Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion 

- 

- 

31<5  Congenital  malformations 

1 

1 

32,  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

8 

12 

33a  lector  Vehicle  accidents 

6 

2 

34#  All  other  accidents 

5 

1 

35o  Suicide 

2 

36a  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

- 

165 

143 

Total 


308 
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NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  BY  AGE  MD  SEX 
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NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECT lOUS  DISEASES  BY  PARISHES 
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INCIDJ^NCE  OF  DIPHTHERIA  IN  THE  DORKING  /iND  HORLEY  RUR/iL  DISTRICT  1934~195S 
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TUBERCULOSIS  INCIDENCE  AND  MORTALITY 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 


Council  Offices, 

Challqjit  Lane, 
DORKING, 


October,  1959« 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Dorking  and  Horley  Rural  District  Cotincil 


kir.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  for  your  consideration  the 
Annual  Report  for  the  year  1958,  As  you  will  see  from  the  following 
pages,  the  style  of  the  report  differs  from  that  of  previous  years, 
and  I hope  that  the  new  arrangement  will  be  acceptable. 

Nineteen  fifty-eight  was  not  a year  in  which  w^e  could  point 
to  spectacular  achievements  or  events.  Rather  was  it  a year  of  quiet 
endeavour,  and  good  useful  work  all  round.  It  may  not  be  out  of  place 
in  an  annual  report  to  underline  what  must  be  known  by  the  Coujicil, 
namely  the  now  rapid  growth  of  Horley,  New  estates  have  sprung  into 
being  almost  overnight  and  one  has  only  to  stand  at  Horley  Station  of 
an  early  evening  to  become  aware  of  the  extent  to  which  Horley  has 
found  favour  as  a dormitory  town.  Such  development  inevitably  demands 
the  larger  portion  of  time,  energy  and  services  so  that  the  task  of 
forming  a balanced  administration  is  not  inconsiderable.  If  in  this 
task  the  Department  has  succeeded  it  has  been  because  of  the  support 
which  the  Council  and  the  Public  Health  Committee  has  always  given  to 
our  efforts  and  to  the  loyal  co-operation  of  all  members  of  the  Staff, 

As  always  I would  like  to  acknowledge  gratefully  the  help  and 
advice  of  Dr,  Ive,  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the  other  Chief  Officers 
and  their  Staff  for  the  help  and  support  in  matters  of  common  concern. 


I am,  Mr,  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 
ERIC  A.  ATKINSON, 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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PUBLIC  HmiH 


lo  Inspections  and  Visits 

The  total  number  of  inspections  and  visits  in  1958  on  various 
matters  pertaining  to  Public  Health  was  2872,  This  compares  with  the 
previous  five  years  as  follows 

1953  1954  1955  1256  191?  1958 

2295  2375  2178  2307  2532  2872 


Details 


1 

Act  or  Regulation 

! 

Details 

No,  of 
Visits 

Paragraph 

No, 

Petroleum  (Consolidated) 

No,  of  installations 

Act,  1928. 

inspe cted 

53 

(3) 

No,  of  ” tested 

48 

Public  Health  Act, 1936 

S.  37/39 

Visits  re  drainage 

172 

S.  50 

" cesspools 

192 

(4) 

S.  92 

'*  ” nuisance 

(a)  premises 

107 

(b)  animals 

7 

( c)  smoke 

24 

S. 259/263 

” re  ditches  and 

watercourses 

198 

8,268/269 

" moveable 

dwellings 

18 

(5) 

S.233 

" ” swimming  pools 

5 

8,111 

” ” water  supply 

49 

8.111 

" ” water  samples 

57 

8,148/160 

Infectious  disease 

enquiries 

52 

(6) 

ti 

Rooms  disinfected 

7 

11 

Pathological  specimens 

taken 

17 

Factories  Act,  1937 

Inspection  of  Factories 

1 

with  power 

8 

(7) 

Inspection  of  Factories 

without  power 

2 

Means  of  Escape  in  case 

of  fire 

12 

Visits  to  outworkers 

premises 

2 

Food  & Drugs  Act, 1955 

(1)  Premises  in  respect  of  which  there  are 

8pecial  Re 

sulations 

(a)  Milk  & Dairy 

Regulations , 1949 

Dairies  and  Milkshops 

13 

(8) 

Farms  and  cowsheds 

3 

No,  of  milk  samples 

203 

(b)  Ice  Cream  Heat 

Treatment 

No,  of  ice  cream  samples 

6 

(9) 

Regulations , 1957 

Visits  to  dealers 

7 

1 

(c)  81aughter house 

No,  of  visits 

243 

(11) 

(d)  Other  registered  i 

Butchers  (sausage 

11 

premises 

Egitnuf a ctur  er  s ) 
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Inspections  and  visits  (cont.) 


Act  or  Regulation 

Details 

No,  of 
Visits 

Paragraph 

No, 

Food  & Drugs  Act, 1955 

(2) 

Other  Food  Premises 

Bakehouses 

40 

(13) 

Cafes 

28 

1 

Canteens 

10 

Restaurant  Kitchens 

3 

Licensed  Premises 

12 

1 

Unsound  Food 

Visits  re 

40 

(10) 

Housing  Act,  1957 

Inspection  re  unfit 

dwellings 

303 

(14) 

Inspections  re 

improvement  grants 

492 

Visits  re  housing 

applicants 

4 

Visits  re  Rent  Act, 1957 

100 

Prevention  of  damage 

by  Pests  Act,  1949 

Visits  re  pest  control 

28 

(15) 

Gatwick  Airport 

Visits 

41 

Other  Unclassified 

Visits 

255 

(36) 
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DETAILS  OF  NOTICES  SERVED  - 1958 
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Although  no  legal  proceedings  were  taken  during  the  year,  the 
Public  Health  Committee  on  five  occasions  seriously  considered  whether 
such  action  was  justified.  The  matters  considered  were  in  respect  ofs- 

(a)  The  presence  of  a partially  smoked  cigarette  discoloured 
by  lipstick  in  a packet  of  potato  crisps. 

(b)  The  presence  in  a loaf  of  bread  of  foreign  matter 
subsequently  determined  to  be  “dough  containing  a trace 
of  oil  and  discoloured  by  iron”. 

(c)  A reported  “dirty”  milk  churn,  the  alleged  dirt  consisting 
of  milk  stone. 

(d)  The  presence  in  an  unopened  pint  bottle  of  milk  of 
brown  mould  growth  with  milk  residues® 

(e)  The  presence  in  a bread  roll  of  foreign  matter  subsequently 
determined  to  be  pre-^ormed  mould  growth. 

In  each  case  the  Committee  recommended  to'^the  Council  that 
warning  letters  be  sent  to  the  firms  concerned. 


Petroleum  (Consolidated)  Act«  1928 

Eighty-seven  licences  to  store  petroleum  spirit  or  mixtures  of 
petrolem  were  issued  during  the  year  in  respect  of  which  fees  amounting 
to  £73.  12.  6d.  were  paid.  Licences  are  issued  subject  to  a number  of 
conditions  designed  to  ensure  that  the  risk  to  life  and  property  as  a 
result  of  the  use  or  storage  of  petroleum  is  minimised.  “Petroleum 
Spirit”  is  defined  as  such  petroleum  as  when  tested  according  to  the 
provisions  of  the  Act  gives  off  an  inflammable  vapour  at  a temperature 
of  loss  than  73°  Fahrenheit. 

AH  new  installations  are  pressure  tested  before  being  allowed 
to  receive  petroleum  or  petroleum  spirits  and  no  licence  is  renewed  in 
respect  of  any  installation  more  than  20  years  old  without  re-testing. 
Further  tests  are  applied  at  30  years  and  thereafter  annually. 

All  the  4S  installations  tested  or  re-tested  were  satisfactory. 


Public  Health  Act.  1936.  Section  50 

Included  on  page  15  of  the  Medical  Officer's  report  is  a state- 
ment showing  the  amount  of  work  done  in  connection  with  cesspool  emptying. 
The  majority  of  visits  made  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  are  the 
result  of  complaints  about  overflowing  or  leaking  cesspools  or  from  owners 
requiring  advice. 

The  ’(^estion  is  sometimes  asked,  why,  if  the  Council  has 
provided  extensive  and  expensive  systems  of  main  drainage,  does  the  amount 
of  cesspool  emptying  tend  to  rise  and  not  fall.  There  are  many  factors 
which  go  towards  providing  the  full  answer  to  this  question. 

Firstly,  when  the  Council  undertook  to  empty  cesspools  six  times 
per  annum  without  further  charge  the  precise  number  of  cesspools  in  the 
district  was  not  known  with  any  certainty.  On  the  basis  of  information 
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Public  health  Act»  1936  Section  50  (contB) 

then  available  this  degree  of  service  seemed  reasonable^  but  at  the  time 
this  decision  vra,s  taken  little  or  no  steps  were  taken  to  publicise  the 
scheme.  At  the  present  time  whenever  a search  for  entries  in  the  Land 
Charges  Register  is  made  the  Clerk  discloses  that  according  to  information 
in  the  Public  Health  Department  the  premises  are  provided  with  a cesspool 
and  gives  details  of  the  Council's  service.  This  ensures  that  newcomers 
to  the  district  are  aware  of  the  service  available. 

Secondly,  The  original  scheme  for  six  free  emptyings  was 
modified  by  providing  in  respect  of  cesspools  with  less  than  2 load 
capacity  (1,500  gallons)  a service  equal  to  the  removal  of  12  loads  per 
annum.  This  was  to  ensure  that  the  owner  of  the  small  cesspool  was  not 
unduly  penalised. 

Thirdly,  The  very  large  number  of  new  houses  built  particularly 
in  western  parishes  which  rely  on  cesspool  drainage.  During  195S 
twenty-two  new  cesspools  were  brought  into  the  cesspool  emptying  scheme. 

Fourthly,  and  by  no  means  unimportant  - the  activity  of  the 
department  in  securing  the  abolition  of  overflows  to  cesspools.  For 
far  too  long  a period  of  time  have  cesspools  been  allowed  to  discharge 
their  contents  into  roadside  ditches,  into  watercourses  and  in  other 
situations  where  they  have  become  a nuisance  and  a danger  to  health. 

This  is  not  a popular  move  with  house  owners,  but  its  importance  justifies 
action  being  taken. 

It  is  truly  remarkable  that  despite  an  increase  in  the  amount 
of  cesspools  emptied  the  total  service  provided  still  falls  far  short  of 
the  Council’s  undertaking. 

Following  non-compliance  with  a notice  served  under  Section  39 
of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  the  Council  executed  work  in  default  at 
a cost  of  £46,  14*  6,  Since  the  owner  of  the  cottage  is  now  in  South 
Africa  it  has  not  yet  been  possible  to  recover  the  Council’s  expenses. 

The  cottage  has  been  vacated  and  it  is  understood  is  in  the  market  for 
disposal. 

Public  Health  Act«  1936.  Section  268,  Moveable  Dwellings 

There  are  four  established  caravan  sites  in  the  district 
situated  atJ- 

(i)  Rickweed,  Beare  Green, 

(ii)  New  Close  Farm,  Beare  Green, 

(iii)  Blue  Ridges,  Vann  Lake  Road,  Ockley, 

(iv)  The  Cottage  Camp  Site,  Boxhill  Road,  Tadworth, 

With  the  exception  of  the  site  at  New  Close  Farm,  all  those 
caravan  sites  were  in  existence  prior  to  the  appointed  day  fixed  by  the 
Town  and  Country  Planning  Act,  1947,  and  their  use  had,  therefore,  been 
established. 

In  addition  to  these  four  sites  there  is  a further  site  at 
Newdigate  which  was  basically  a holiday  site  and  enjoyed  the  same  freedom 
from  restriction  as  the  established  sites.  The  effects  of  a change  in 
ownership  in  January,  1957,  became  apparent  during  the  year  with  improved 
facilities.  The  site  also  contains  a number  of  chalets  which  are, 
however,  only  iised  for  holiday  purposes. 
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Infectious  Illness 


It  is  now  an  established  practice  for  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors  on  behalf  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  visit  houses 
where  a case  of  infectious  illness  has  occurred,,  The  purpose  of  the 
visit  is  to  obtain  information  as  to  contacts  and  places  of  emploj'Tnsnt 
particularly  emplo;>Tiient  in  food  industryo  This  information  enables  the 
appropriate  action  to  be  taken  in  certain  cases  to  exclude  contacts  from 
school  or  work*  In  the  case  of  patients  who  may  recover  but  still  be 
infective  ~ as  in  the  case  of  certain  illness  of  the  dysentries  or  food 
poisoning  groups^  the  weekly  collection  of  specimens  for  laboratory 
examination  is  also  made. 


Enquiries  are  sometimes  received  as  to  the  reason  for  dividing 
factories  into  two  groups  - those  with  power  and  those  without*  This 
is  a convenient  way  of  distinguishing  between  those  factories  for  which 
the  Factory  Inspector  of  the  Ministry  of  Labour  and  National  Service  is 
responsible  and  those  for  which  the  District  Council  is  concerned.  The 
division  is  as  follows!- 


Factory  Inspector  deals  with  question  of  cleanliness, 
overcrowding,  temperature,  ventilation,  lighting,  drainage 
of  floors  in  all  factories  where  there  is  mechanical  pcwei-o 


The  District  Council  deals  with  these  matters  where 
there  is  no  mechanical  power  and  in  addition  deals  with 
sanitary  accommodation  in  both  classes  of  factories  and 
also  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire  in  certain  factories® 

The  District  Council  is  required  to  certify  that  in 
factories  where 

(1)  more  than  20  persons  are  employed 

(2)  more  than  10  persons  are  employed  on 
any  floor  above  ground  level,  or  if 
the  factory  was  constructed  before  1937 
then  more  than  20  ft,  from  the  ground 

(3)  in  or  imder  which  any  explosive  or 
inflammable  materials  are  stored  or  used, 

there  are  for  the  use  of  the  persons  employed  therein  such 
means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire  as  may  reasonably  be  required* 

During  the  year  four  certificates  were  issued  and  in  this 
natter  mention  must  be  made  of  the  co-operation  with  the  County  Fire 
®3rigade  and  a grateful  acknowledgement  made  of  the  help  and  professional 
advice  Tvillingly  given  by  the  County  Fire  Prevention  Officer, 
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MILK 


Two  hundred  and  tliree  samples  of  milk  were  taken  for 
bacteriological  or  biological  examination  with  the  follcx^ring  results s- 


Bacteriological  Tests  Biological  Tests 
Satisfactory  Failed  Satis-  Failed 


Tuberculin  Tested 

42 

5 

2 

Tuberculin  Tested  Pasteurised 

17 

1 

Pasteurised 

119 

5(a) 

_ 

Sterilised 

3 

Ungraded 

Cream 

10 

09 

--  - — 

181 

20 

2 

(a)  Four  of  the  tests  were  void  since  the  atmospheric  shade 
temperature  exceeded  65°F*  The  Regulations  require  that  samples  on 
arrival  at  the  Laboratory  shall  be  removed  from  the  insulated  container 
and  kept  at  atmospheric  shade  temperature  until  the  tests  are  begun; 
and  the  tests  shall  be  commenced  between  9ea«m,  and  10  asm*  on  the  day 
after  the  samples  are  taken* 

The  various  tests  that  are  applied  to  millc  samples  are  briefly  as 
follows 


Methylene  Blue  reduction  test 

This  test  does  not  provide  information  as  to  the  number 
or  kinds  of  bacteria  in  a given  sample^,  but  it  does  afford  a 
measure  of  the  activity  of  the  bacterial  content*  The  majority 
of  the  organisms  in  milk  are  capable  of  affecting  certain  dyes^ 
notably  methylene  blue  and  therefore  the  time  taken  to  reduce 
or  decolair methylene  blue  is  taken  as  in  index  of  the  bacterial 
content. 


Samples  are  presum.ed  to  satisfy  the  test  if  the  time  taken  to 
decolourise  methylene  blue  is  not  less  than  as  follows 


1 

! 

Nature  of  Sample 

Time  taken  to  decolourise  methylene  blueJ- 

Summer  (a)  Winter  (b) 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk 

4'i'  hours  52"  hours 

Pasteurised 

30  minutes  30  minutes 

Raw  - ungraded 

No  prescribed  time 

(a) 

1 

1st,  Jfe,y  - 31st  October 

(b) 

' 

1st  November  - 30  April 

(a) 


Mlk  ( cont« ) 


Tost 


Raw  or  untreated  milk  contains  two  enzymes  known  as  peroxidase 
and  phosphatase,  both  of  which  are  destroyed  hy  lioato  The  cbiect  of 
the  test  is,  therefore,  to  discover  the  presence  of  phosphatase  o?’  in 
other  words  to  assess  the  efficiency  or  otherwise  of  the  pastorniHln.? 
process*  Incidently,  the  test  will  also  reveal  the  presence  of  added 
raw  milk*  The  results  of  the  tost  are  classified  as  follows 


Units  of  Blue 


Results  described  as 


Below  2,3  units 
2,3  ~ 6*0  units 
Over  6*0  imits 


Negative  phosphatase  test 
Insufficiently  heat  treated 
Gross  under  treated 


This  test  which  is  applied  only  to  sterilised  milk  is  designed 
to  test  the  completeness  of  the  sterilisation  procedures  by  which  milk 
in  bottle  is  heated  to  a temperature  of  212^F«  After  such  treatment  the 
milk  is  virtually  sterile  and  should  keep  for  an  Indefinite  period* 


Also  known  as  the  guinea  pig  inoculation  test|  is  used  to 
detect  the  presence,  or  otherwise,  of  tubercle  bacilli  in  milk.  It 

consists  in  inoculating  a prepared  portion  of  a milk  sample  into  the  groin 
of  a live  guinea  pig*  The  inoculated  guinea  pig  is  housed  and  fed  for 
six  weeks  after  which  it  is  killed  and  a post-mortem  examination  ia 
carried  cut* 


registr;j?ion  and  licences 

The  number  of  persons  on  the  Milk  Retailers  Register  on  the 
31st  December,  1956,  was  23* 

Fifty-three  licences  were  issued  in  respect  of  graded  milk 
as  follows  s - ‘ 


Dealers 

SuDDleme: 

Tuberculin  Tested 

8 

11 

Pasteurised 

10 

11 

Sterilised 

7 

6 

25 

28 

Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment) 


Ice  cream  is  no  longer  manufactured  in  the  district  and  such 
ice  cream  as  is  on  sale  is  made  by  large  manufacturing  concerns  outside 
the  district*  The  taking  of  samples  is,  therefore,  a routine  msitter, 
but  special  attention  is  given  to  these  ice  cream  dealers  who  divide  the 
larger  blocks  of  ice  cream  into  portions  for  consumption  between  wafers. 
The  co-operation  of  the  manufacturers  in  seeing  that  their  products 
reach  the  public  in  a satisfactory  condition  must  be  mentioned,  and  it 
shall  be  recorded  that  in  at  least  one  instance  the  sale  of  block  ice 
cream  for  division  into  wafers  was  replaced  by  a prepacked  article 
requiring  no  further  handling* 
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UngoTnid  Food 


The  follovd.ng  quantities  of  unsound  foods  were  surrendered 
during  the  year  and  were  disposed  in  the  main  by  processing  for  animal 
feeding  stuffs  at  the  Reigate  Corporation  Disposal  Plante 

Canned  Meats 


Corned  Beef 

65  X 10 

lbs. 

650  Ibso 

51  X 12 

OZS  9 

38  lbs.  4 ozs. 

Cooked  Han 

113  lbs. 

Luncheon  Meat 

2 Ibs^ 

Corned  Mutton 

10  X 12 

ozs. 

7 lbs«  .$  ozs. 

Jellied  Veal 

3x6 

lbs. 

16  lbs. 

N.Z.  Lambs  Liver 

2 lbs. 

Picnic  Pork 

3x9 

lbs* 

27  lbs. 

Hone  Killed  Meat 

(a) 

(i;  Whole  carcases 

3 

1,640  Ibsa 

(ii)  Part  carcases 

4 

( hindquarters  , 

foreq-uartero 

1 piece  topside  & 1 loin) 

421  lbs. 

(b) 

Pork 

(i)  Whole  carcases 

1 

105  lbs. 

(ii)  Part  carcases 

2 

30  lbs. 

(o) 

Mutton  and  Lamb 

Lambs  Livers 

10  lbs. 

Inoorted  Meat 

Frozen  Ox  Cheek 

194  lbs. 

Other  Foods 

Boiling  Fowls 

3 

16  lbs. 

Pork  pies 

18  lbs. 

Cod  fLlletts 

14  lbs. 

The  bulk  of  the  unsound  canned  neat  originates  at  a large 
Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  Buffer  Depot  in  the  district 
where  as  the  result  of  the  annual  inspection  a proportion  of  the  stock 
is  inevitably  found  to  be  \msound« 

Most  of  the  hone  killed  meat  found  to  be  unsound  or  diseased  is 
seen  in  one  or  other  of  the  three  licensed  slaughterhouses  and  further 
details  of  the  work  done  in  slaughterhouses  is  given  in  the  following  table. 
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Meat  and  Slaughterhouses 


The  number  of  animals  slaughtered  in  the  3 licensed  slaughter- 
houses is  given  in  the  following  table s- 


Cattle 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

Oharlwood 

354 

35 

U 

81 

Ockley 

7 

14 

23 

164 

Holmwood 

m 

- 

8 

Number  inspected 

361 

49 

42 

253 

All  diseases  except 

Tuberculosis  Sc  Oysticerci 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

3 

3 

mm 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

or  organ  was  condemned 

162 

3 

1 

8 

Percentage  of  No«  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other 
than  tuberculosis  & cysticerci 

45f7 

12.2 

2.4 

3*6 

Tuberculosis  cnlv 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

or  organ  was  condemned 

5 

6 

Percentage  of  No»  inspected 

1.4(a) 

affected  with  tuberculosis 

mm 

mm 

2.4 

Ovsticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

«• 

Carcases  submitted  to 

treatment  by  refrigeration 

6 

*■ 

Generalised  and  totally 

condemned 

— 

mm 

(44) 


Meat  and  Slaughterhouseg  (oont«) 


It  is  very  gratifying  to  be  able  to  point  once  again  to  a 
one  hiandred  percent  inspection  of  animals  killed  in  the  slaugliterhoijsesp 
This  work  is  at  one  and  the  same  time  •unspectacular  yet  essential, 
interesting  and  yet  monotonous  is  a vital  link  in  the  protection  of  the 
public  against  the  consumption  of  unsound  or  diseased  meat. 

(a)  I -would  parti ciilarly  draw  attention  to  the  number  of  beef 
animals  infected  in  some  degree  with  tuberculosis.  In  1955  the 
percentage  number  of  beef  animals  inspected  that  were  found  to  be 
infected  with  tuberculosis  was  22,6.  In  1958  the  number  was  1.4» 

The  relative  number  of  animals  inspected  was  17  in  1955  and  361  in  1958. 
Tills  reduction  in  the  number  of  infected  cattle  reaching  the  slaughter- 
houses, is  but  a testimony  to  the  efforts  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  Food  and  the  farming  industry  to  free  beef  and  dairy  herds 
from  tuberculosis. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act«  1958 

By  Section  3 of  this  Act  no  person  may  slaughter  or  stun  any 
arumal  in  any  slaughterhouse  unless  he  holds  a licence  granted  by  a local 
authority.  Any  such  licence  may  specifyi- 

1.  the  kinds  of  animals  that  may  be  stunned  or  slaughtered 
by  the  holder,  and 

2,  the  types  of  instruments  that  may  be  used  by  him  for 
slaughtering  or  stunning. 

Six  licences  were  granted  during  1958  permitting  the  holder 
to  slaughter  by  means  of  the  captive  bolt  pistol.  In  this  form  of 
pistol  the  discharge  of  an  explosive  cap,  forces  through  the  barrel  a 
steel  bolt  which  travels  about  l-l|-  inches,  but  which  does  not  actually 
leave  the  barrel.  Properly  applied  it  causes  immediate  insensibility, 
during  which  the  animal  is  killed 


FOOD  PREMISES  GENERALLY 

The  following  details  are  extracted  from  the  Register  of 
Food  Premises 


Bakers  Shops 

No.  in  District 

5 

Bakehouses 

3 

Butchers 

14 

Fishmongers 

2 

Cafes 

25 

Factory  Canteens 

7 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

2 

Grocers 

16 

Greengrocers 

12 

Hotels 

7 

Ice  Cream  Dealers 

71 

Ice  Cream  Manufacturers 

3 

Public  Houses 

34 

School  Canteens  and  Kitchens 

4 

Snack  Bars 

2-. 

208 
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HOUSING  ACT,  1957 


The  emphasis  on  housing  in  1958  was  -undoubtedly  in  the  field 
of  improvement,  and  more  property  owners  than  before  took  advantage  of 
the  discretionary  grant  facilities# 

Applications  for  grant  were  received  in  respect  of  83  dwellings, 
but  subsequently  the  schemes  for  8 dwellings  were  not  proceeded  with 
for  reasons  not  disclosed#  Fifty-three  of  the  remaining  75  houses  were 
owner/occupiod  and  32  were  tenanted#  This  is  the  largest  proportion 
of  tenanted  dwellings  yet  dealt  with  in  a year  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  this  tendency  for  more  applications  to  be  received  for  this  class 
of  property  will  continue# 

Applications for  grants  were  refused  in  11  instances  on  the 
following  grounds 

(a)  work  commenced  prior  to  application  1 

(b)  work  proposed  not  ranking  for  grant  8 

(o)  work  not  in  all  respects  satisfactory  2 

In  64  cases  grants  amoimting  to  £17,290  were  made  of  £230#  10#  0# 
per  dwelling.  This  compares  -with  the  52  grants  in  1957  amo-unting  to 
£13,389  in  respect  of  57  dwellings,  i#o#  £284  per  dwelling# 

The  administration  of  the  Improvement  Grant  scheme  involved 
no  fewer  than  492  visits. 

The  -virtual  cessation  of  Council  house  building  which  occurred 
in  1958  has  brought  to  a stop  the  efforts  being  made  to  deal  with  unfit 
dwellings  in  the  district#  But  although  it  was  not  possible  to  rehouse 
many  families  li-vlng  in  unfit  houses  opportunity  xvas  taken  as  circum- 
stances permitted  to  seek  the  co-operation  of  property  owners  by  the 
obtaining  of  undertakings  that  when  once  -vacated  the  dwellings  would  not 
be  re-occupied  -until  made  fit#  Such  -undertakings  were  received  in 
respect  of  the  following  dwellings s- 

f’The  Stags”,  Capel. 

Nos#  1 and  2 Rose  Cottages,  Oakwood  Hill, 

Following  voluntary  reconditioning  by  owners,  -undertakings 
given  in  respect  of  the  following  dwellings  were  revoked# 

Nos#  1-4  Streatfield  Cottages,  Horley  - 
converted  to  one  dwelling, 

Ringley  Oak  Cottage  - rendered  fit  for  human 
habitation# 

Nos#  1 & 2 Mosses  Wood,  Coldharbour  - ditto 

Nos#  46  & 48  Church  Road,  Horley  - ditto 

No#  36  Albert  Road,  Horley  - ditto 
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Hou.sing  Act,  1957  (cont«) 


The  Closing  Order  in  respect  of  Elm  Cottage,  Charlwood  uas 
revoked  upon  the  premises  being  brought  up  to  a satisfactor7  standard 
and  Nos,  1 and  2 Jassamine  Cottages,  Horley,  were  demolished. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  25  preliminary  or  informal  notices 
and  5 statutory  notices  were  served  under  the  Housing  Act,  1957 
requiring  repairs  to  be  carried  out# 

During  the  year  32  'applications  for  certificates  of  disrepair 
were  received  in  respect  of  which  27  undertakings  were  received  from 
ovmers#  Three  of  the  undertakings  were  not  accepted  by  the  Council  on 
the  grounds  that  the  undertakings  did  not  include  the  whole  of  the 
entries  on  the  tenant’s  application#  Eight  certificates  of  disrepair 
wore  issued  during  the  year# 

There  still  appears  to  be  some  misunderstanding  on  the  part 
of  tenants  as  to  the  purpose  of  the  Certificate  of  Disrepair#  Many 
have  the  impression  that  the  Certificate  is  an  Order  to  the  landlord 
to  do  the  work  within  six  months  of  their  application#  This  is  not 
so#  The  Certificate  of  Disrepair  is  a stateKont  of  the  condition  of 
the  premises#  Since  the  local  authority  may  not  add  to  the 
Certificate  any  items  of  disrepair  not  claimed  by  the  tenant,  it  is 
a confirmation  of  the  tenantfe  claim  that  the  dwelling  is  not  in  a state 
of  full  repair#  While  the  Certificate  is  in  force  a landlord  cannot 
receive  the  increase  in  rent  authorised  by  the  Rent  Act,  1957# 
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Pm^NTION  OF  BMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT.  19A9 


One  Operator  is  engaged  on  duties  arising  principally  under 
this  Act^  and  made  a total  of  861  visits  and  inspections ^ which  included 
I6l  treatments*  The  amount  of  work  falling  on  this  one  Operator  has 
increased  to  an  extent  that  serious  consideration  had  to  bo  given  to  the 
nature  of  the  work  carried  out*  The  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act 
places  the  responsibility  for  dealing  with  infestation  of  rats  and  mice 
on  the  occupier  of  the  premises,  and  not  on  the  local  authority.  As 
part  of  its  general  administration  the  Council  has , up  to  now,  undertaken 
the  work  of  treatment  in  respect  of  domestic  premises,  but  this  is  to  be 
replaced  by  an  inspection  and  advisory  service  rather  than  a treatment 
service* 


The  folloxd.ng  table  shows  the  work  carried  out:- 


1 

1 

Type  of  Property 
Non-Aer i cultural 

Agricul- 

tural 

Local 

Autho- 

rity 

i 

1 

Dwelling 
Houses 
( including 
Council 
Houses) 

2 

All  other 
(including 
Business 
Premises) 

3 

Total 

of 

Col* 

1,2  & 3 

4 

5 

Number  of  properties 
in  Local  Authority's 
District 

16 

420 

9.981 

260 

Number  of  properties 
inspected  as  a result 
of:-  Notification 

10 

121 

34 

163 

20 

Survey  under 
the  Ant 

312 

114 

489 

55 

Otherwise  (e,g,  when 
visited  primarily  for 
some  other  nurnose ) 

1 

245 

55 

327 

32 

Total  inspections 
carried  out  - 
including  re- 
insnections 

_ 

565 

169 

786 

Number  of  properties 
inspected  (in  Sect,  2) 
found  to  be  infested  by 
rats  - major 

1 

46 

11 

58 

6 

minor 

5 

153 

30 

.188 

16 

nice  — major 

1 

33 

4 

38 

2 

minor 

2 

51 

20 

73 

10 

Number  of  infested 
properties  (in  Sect.  4) 
treated  bv  the  L.A* 

. . 9 

152 

Nil 

161 

Nil 

i Block  Treatment  i 

1 

Nil 

56 

J. 

— 

29  1 

1 

85 

2 

There  are  three  establishments  in  the  Council's  area  licensed 
under  the  Pet  Animals  Act,  1951,  an  Act  designed  to  ensure  that  such 
premises  are  properly  equipped  for  the  purpose  for  which  they  are  used* 
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